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I have the pleasure to formally introduce the draft resolution entitled “The
risk of nuclear proliferation in the Middle East”. '

Draft resolution A/C.1/67/1.2, entitled “The risk of nuclear proliferation in the
Middle East”, uses the same substantive elements and text of General
Assembly resolution 66/61, with the necessary technical updates. The draft
resolution is being presented by Egypt on behalf of States members of the
League of Arab States: Algeria, Bahrain, Comoros, Djibouti, Iraq, Jordan,
Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco, Oman, Palestine, Qatar,
Saudi Arabia, Somalia, the Sudan, Tunisia, the United Arab Emirates, Yemen

and Egypt.

The preamble of the resolution notes with satisfaction that the Action Plans of
the 2010 NPT Review Conference emphasized the importance of a process
leading to the full implementation of the 1995 resolution on the Middle East
and decided, inter alia, that the Secretary-General and the sponsors of the
1995 resolution, in consultation with the States of the region, would convene a
conference in 2012, to be attended by all the States of the Middle East, on the
establishment of a Middle East zone free of nuclear weapons and all other
weapons of mass destruction.

The operative section of the draft resolution reaffirms the importance of
Israel’s accession to the NPT as a non-nuclear-weapon State, and the
placement of all its nuclear facilities under comprehensive International
Atomic Energy Agency safeguards, in realizing the goal of universal
adherence to the Treaty in the Middle East,

Last year, the resolution with symbol A/66/61 enjoyed the overwhelming
support of 167 States in the General Assembly. We look forward to continued



increase in international support and invite all States that did not support it to
reconsider their position and to join the overwhelming majority of the
international community in supporting this year’s draft resolution,

My, Chairman,
Allow me to deliver the following remarks in my national capacity.,

In line with the above Arab Group position, I have the honor to formally
introduce another draft resolution of paramount importance to the peace and
security of the Middle East region and globally. The draft resolution bears the
symbol of A/C.1/67/L.1 and is entitled “Establishment of a nuclear-weapon-
free zone in the region of the Middle East”,

The draft resolution reiterates the exact substantive content of resolution
66/25 adopted by consensus under the same agenda item, with only the
necessary technical updates. It reflects one of the most important regional
aspirations supported by the General Assembly since 1974 for the future of
the Middle East, where nuclear weapons should have no place. The resolution
has enjoyed consensus support by the General Assembly since its thirty-fifth
session.

The operative part of the draft resolution urges all parties to consider taking
practical and urgent steps for the implementation of a nuclear-weapon-free
zone in the region of the Middle East; invites the countries concerned to
adhere to the NPT; and calls upon all countries of the region that have not yet
done so to place all their nuclear activities under International Atomic Energy
Agency comprehensive safeguards.

The draft resolution is scheduled for adoption on October 30, 2012, Egypt is
confident of the continued consensus on the draft resolution entitled
“Establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the region of the Middle
East”,

T thank you Mr. Chairman.





