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EDITORIAL: PRIORITISING PEOPLE OVER PROFITS

Ray Acheson | Reaching Critical Will of WILPF

n Monday, the second Conference of

States Parties (CSP2) of the Arms Trade
Treaty (ATT) begins in Geneva. This meeting
should provide states, international organisa-
tions, and civil society with the opportunity
to address challenges in the Treaty's imple-
mentation, establish comprehensive and
transparent reporting procedures for arms
transfers, and above all take on profiteering
from war and violence.

The ATT must be about reducing human
suffering, not legitimising the arms trade.
States parties must implement the Treaty
with a view to enhancing peace, justice,
and human rights, not profits and political
manipulation. Each and every arms transfer
must be weighed against the risks highlight-
ed in the ATT, such as potential human rights
and international humanitarian law (IHL)
violations.

There is much work to be done at CSP2,
and decisions around reporting are par-
ticularly critical. States parties must ensure

transparency through comprehensive, public
reporting. This is key to effective implemen-
tation of the ATT. It would be a backwards
step in transparency if states are given the
option not to have their reports publicly
available.

But beyond transparency, the core objec-
tive of the ATT is to protect human rights,
prevent armed violence and armed conflict,
and enhance peace and security. Thus states
parties should take the opportunity of being
gathered together in Geneva to challenge
and condemn arms transfers that violate and
undermine the Treaty, especially those made
by other state parties.

For example, arms transfers to Saudi
Arabia have been condemned by many hu-
man rights and disarmament or arms control
groups, the Committee of the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights,' and the UN Secretary-General? for
resulting in human rights and IHL violations
when used domestically and in the Saudi-led

QRSN 2

THE ARMS TRADE IS OUT OF CONTROL. [IXTTU234%
™ Fopan arms trade freaty, join Uson facebook.com/Am yArmes
e -




2 ATT MONITOR

(%ReachingCriticalWill WWW.REACHINGCRITICALWILL.ORG

Editorial, continued

military intervention in Yemen. A UN panel investigat-
ing the Saudi-led bombing campaign in Yemen has
uncovered “widespread and systematic” attacks on
civilian targets in violation of international humani-
tarian law.®> When explosive weapons were used in
populated areas in Yemen, civilians made up 95% of
reported deaths and injuries.*

States parties including Canada, France, Germany,
the Netherlands, South Africa, Spain, Sweden, Swit-
zerland, and the United Kingdom, and signatories
Turkey and the United States, all transferred weapons
to Saudi Arabia in 2014.° Several of these continued to
issue export licences to Saudi Arabia in 2015. Figures
released in April 2016, for example, show that the UK
government has issued 122 licences for military ex-
ports to Saudi Arabia since began its military interven-
tion in Yemen in March 2015,° signing off £3.3 billion
of arms exports in the first year of the war.” In June
2015, France signed deals with Saudi Arabia worth
$12 billion, including $500 million for 23 Airbus H145
helicopters.® In October 2015, France signed a mili-
tary, trade, and economic cooperation deal with Saudi
Arabia worth $11.4 billion.°

ATT states parties, by acceding to the Treaty, have
acknowledged their extraterritorial obligations to pre-
vent human rights and IHL violations that occur with
the weapons they transfer. They must stand up and
meet the obligations they have accepted to prevent
such violations. And they must challenge those that
fail to do so.

Reaching Critical Will, as always, will provide daily
coverage of the meeting with this ATT Monitor. We
will also post all statements, documents, and other
materials on our website as it become available. To
receive our daily reports by email, subscribe at www.
reachingcriticalwill.org/subscribe.
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REFLECTIONS ON RESOLUTION 1325, DISARMAMENT, AND COLOMBIAN WOMEN
Marta Bautista | PeaceWomen programme of WILPF with Katherine Ronderos | WILPF Colombia

417in the final steps of the peace negotiations taking

place in Havana, it is not only important to use a
gender perspective when addressing the disarmament,
demobilization, and reintegration (DDR) process, but
also the high level of arms trade in the country inside
and outside the armed con ict. Disarmament is not
only DDR; many feminicide in Colombia are committed
with small arms and light weapons. We look beyond
the peace agreement being negotiated in Havana to
the post-agreement scenario in order to highlight the
harm that the uncontrolled tra c of arms has on society
in general and particularly in women’s lives.” - Kather-
ine Ronderos, Director, WILPF Colombia

The just-launched report titled Disarming life: re ec-
tions on resolution 1325, disarmament, and Colom-
bian women by WILPF Colombia (LIMPAL in Spanish)
aims at integrating the theorical framework based on
interna- tional law instruments—mainly the Women,
Peace and Security (WPS) agenda—and its link to dis-
armament, demilitarization, and small arms trade in
the possible post-con ict scenario in Colombia. This ap-
proach is based on the view of women's organizations
that have been working for years to point out the
speci c need to add a gender and a women'’s rights
perspective in peace-building efforts.

The report addresses disarmament in Colombia on
two levels. Firstly, at the national level, disarmament
is viewed as the laying down of arms by the Revolu-
tion- ary Armed Forces of Colombia-People’s Army
(FARC-EP) following the disarmament process set at
the peace talks in Havana. The monitoring process of
disarma- ment will be tripartite, involving the United
Nations, the Colombian Government, and FARC-EP.
Secondly, at the international level, disarmament and
arms control must be addressed through the UN Arms
Trade Treaty (ATT) framework, which the Colombian
government has already signed but still needs to be
rati ed by its Congress.

The report follows the international women, peace
and security agenda, presenting UN Security Council
resolution 1325, its related resolutions, and the recom-
mendations of the CEDAW Committee to Colombia,
and presents disarmament from a gendered perspec-
tive. Secondly, the report shows national and interna-
tional women's perspectives and experiences around
disarmament, demobilization, and reintigration (DDR)
processes and brings important recommendations to
take into account the current design of the DDR pro-
cess in Colombia. Finally, an analysis of disarmament
in the future post-conflict scenario in Colombia is
presented. The analysis is based on women’s perspec-

tives on women'’s relationship with arms, bringing

into the debate the importance of the ATT as a key
international tool to regulate the arms trade in Colom-
bia. Statistics included in the report re ect the large
amount of government expenditure in arms and the
little regulation for permits to possess and carry weap-
ons. WILPF Colombia hopes that the large amount of
arms in circulation will be reduced once the ATT is rati
ed and has entered into force in Colombia.

Final recommendations, from various women'’s
organi-zations and human rights institutions consulted
in the research process include:

¢ Respect and uphold the international trea-
ties in order to guarantee a successful post-conflict
scenario. This includes the ratification of the ATT, of
which full and effective implementation can contrib-
ute to the reduction of armed violence and to achieve
human security.

* Women should be included in all levels of
decision-making in the peace process from the be-
ginning. This includes the DDR process of women and
men who fought during the armed conflict, which
is challenging. Furthermore, the DDR process must
include a gender perspective.

e Updating the requirements for permits to
possess and carry arms, which includes checking
the background of weapon purchasers for violence
against women and domestic violence.

All'in all, the report aims at presenting ideal dis-
arma- ment scenarios in Colombia based on women's
recom- mendations and women’s needs in the context
of the ongoing peace process as well as in the inter-
national framework set by UNSCR 1325, in order to
achieve a sus- tainable peace scenario in the country.

The report can be downloaded at http;//www.
limpal- colombia.org.
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REACHING CRITICAL WILL PUBLICATIONS ON THE ARMS TRADE

PREVENTING
GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE
THROUGH ARMS CONTROL

Tools and guidelines to implement the Arms Trade Treaty and
UN Programme of Action

WOMEN, WEAPONS,
AND WAR

Agendered critique of multilateral instruments

TRADING ARMS,
BOMBING TOWNS

The lethal connection between the international arms trade
and the use of explosive weapons in populated areas

This report provides
tools and guidelines for
effective implementa-
tion of the Arms Trade
Treaty and the UN
Programme of Action
on small arms and light
weapons provisions
related to gender-based
violence. We have also
published two related
case studies, on arms
transfers from Sweden
and Spain.

This publication consid-
ers synergies—and con-
tradictions—related to
gender and women in a
number of multilateral
resolutions, treaties,
and commitments on
conventional weapons
and women'’s rights and
participation, including
the Arms Trade Treaty.

This briefing paper
looks at the lethal con-
nection between the
international arms trade
and the use of explosive
weapons in populated
areas and makes recom-
mendations to govern-
ments and others on
policy and practice.

This briefing paper
aims to provide some
background on the ter-
minology around gen-
der-based violence and
to highlight questions
that will be relevant for
risk assessments under
article 6 and 7 of the
Arms Trade Treaty.

GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE
AND THE ARMS TRADE
TREATY

Together with WILPF’s
Human Rights pro-
gramme, Reaching
Critical Will prepared
three briefs to the
Committee on Econom-
ic, Social, and Cultural
Rights on the trans-
fer of weapons from
France, Sweden, and
the United Kingdom to
Saudi Arabia and the
use of explosive weap-
ons in populated areas
in Yemen.

Shadow report to CESCR 58th session

United Kingdom

WOMEN'S INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE FOR

PEACE & FREEDOM <

All Reaching Critical
Will publications can
be found online at

WWW.

reachingcriticalwill.
org/resources/
publications-and-
research




